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TAGS: ACOM 

SUBJECT: REROUTING OF AIR POUCHES 

THE EMBASSY WISHES TO INSTITUTE, AS SOON AS POSSIBLE, THE ROUTING 
OF ALL INCOMING AIR POUCHES VIA BANGKOK VICE NEW DELHI. THE SERVICE 
IN THE PAST HAS BEEN UNSATISFACTORY AND IS GETTING WORSE. WE HAVE 
RECEIVED NO AIR POUCHES THIS WEEK. LAST POUCH RECEIVED WAS MARCH 
30 (DESPATCHED MARCH 25). WE WILL RECEIVE NO FURTHER SERVICE UNTIL 
APRIL 8TH. 

THE MAIN TIE-UP APPEARS BE IN NEW DELHI WHERE POUCHES ARE HELD IN 
CUSTOMS FOR UP TO 48 HOURS. WE HAVE PROTESTED THROUGH PANAM AND 
THEY IN TURN HAVE ASKED INDIAN CUSTOMS TO EXPEDITE TRANSSHIPMENT 
OF EMBASSY POUCHES. 

LOCAL PANAM REPRESENTATIVE HAS BEEN CHECKING SINCE WEDENSDAY 
AFTERNOON (VIA TELEX) TO FIND OUT IF ANY POUCHES ARE BEING 
HELD IN CUSTOMS IN NEW DELHI. TO DATE NO ANSWER HAS BEEN 
RECEIVED TO EITHER OF THE TWO CABLES. 

REROUTING TO BANGKOK WOULD GIVE KATHMANDU 5 DAYS A WEEK SERVICE 
VICE THE TWICE WEEKLY AT PRESENT. THAI INTERNATIONAL AND ROYAL 
NEPAL AIRLINES COULD BOTH BE UTILIZED AS WAS PREVIOUSLY DONE 
THROUGH NEW DELHI WITH RNAC AND INDIAN AIRLINES. INDIAN AIRLINES 
PROVED TO BE UNSATISFACTORY BECAUSE OF DELAYS IN PICKING UP 
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POUCHES, SOMETIMES AS LONG AS 5 DAYS. 
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WOULD APPRECIATE DEPARTMENT'S ASKING PANAM TO ROUTE EMBASSY 
KATHMANDU'S AIR POUCHES TO BANGKOK AND INFORMING EMBASSIES 
ACCORDINGLY. 
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